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Description 
Compartmented Piggy Bank 

Background of Invention 

[0001] This patent relates to a savings bank. More specifically, 
this patent relates to a compartmented savings bank in 
the shape of a pig or other multiple-legged animal 
wherein the money is dispensed through the legs of the 
animal. 

[0002] Numerous savings banks are known in the art. Most of 
these feature a single compartment for storing coins. 
Some banks feature multiple compartments for storing 
money for different purposes, such as Shafer U.S. Patent 
No. 1,644,495, Eune U.S. Patent No. 1,716,823, Arkin U.S. 
Patent No. 3,992,805, Vetter U.S. Patent No. 5,716,211 
and Anderson U.S. Patent No. Des. 354,831. 

[0003] Shafer U.S. Patent No. 1,644,495 discloses a lidded rect- 
angular box into which are placed smaller boxes bearing 
indicia indicating the purpose to which the money stored 
in that particular box will be used. 

[0004] Eune U.S. Patent No. 1,716,823 discloses a rectangular 



box comprising rows of smaller boxes, each bearing 
marking on its top cover indicating the suggested use of 
money placed in that box. 
[0005] Arkin U.S. Patent No. 3,992,805 discloses a coin bank 
having a hollow base shaped like a bird"s nest, slide 
drawers mounted in the base, and bird figures on the 
base. Each bird figure includes a coin slot and bears a la- 
bel indicative of a particular budgetary purpose, such as 
"Saving", "Spending" and "Sharing." The interior of the 
bank is divided into multiple compartments, each com- 
partment communicating with one of the coin slots. The 
drawers can be used to access the money in the compart- 
ments. 

[0006] vetter U.S. Patent No. 5,716,211 discloses a multiple 

compartment savings bank. Each compartment is shaped 
like a figure representative of the purpose for which 
money placed in that compartment will be used, such as a 
boat (retirement), a house (housing), a figure wearing a 
mortar board (college) and a pig (spending). 

[0007] Anderson Des. 354,831 discloses a compartmented coin 
bank in which each compartment is labeled for a different 
budgetary purpose. The four compartments disclosed in 
the patent are labeled "Coal", "Giving", "Savings" and "Fun" 



respectively. 

[0008] None of these patents disclose a compartmented savings 
bank in the shape of a pig or other multiple-legged ani- 
mal wherein the money is dispensed through the legs of 
the animal. It is the primary object of the present inven- 
tion to provide such a bank. 

[0009] Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
bank that enables the user to save money for multiple 
purposes. 

[0010] still another object of the present invention is to provide a 
bank that can be used to help teach young persons how to 
manage money. 

[0011] Further and additional objects will appear from the de- 
scription, accompanying drawings, and appended claims. 
Summary of Invention 

[0012] The present invention is a bank for holding coins and bills 
to be used for multiple purposes such as saving, spend- 
ing, donating and investing. The bank comprises a hollow 
body shaped like an animal and divided into multiple 
compartments. A deposit slot on the exterior of the ani- 
mal communicates with each compartment. The external 
surface of the animal body bears indicia indicating the 
purpose to which money placed in each compartment will 



be used, such as the words "SAVE", "SPEND", "DONATE" 
and "INVEST". Each word or symbol is arranged on a por- 
tion of the external surface corresponding to one of the 
four compartments. In a key aspect of the invention, the 
money may be dispensed (removed) through the legs of 
the animal. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0013] Figure 1 is a perspective view of a compartmented bank 
according to the present invention. 

[0014] Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view of the bank of Figure 1 
taken along line 2-2. 

[0015] Figure 3 is a left side elevational view of the bank of Fig- 
ure 1. 

[0016] Figure 4 is a right side elevational view of the bank of Fig- 
ure 1. 

[0017] Figure 5 is a bottom view of the bank of Figure 1. 
Detailed Description 

[0018] Turning to the drawings, there is shown in Figures 1-5 
one embodiment of a compartmented bank according to 
the present invention. The bank 10 comprises a hollow 
body 12 shaped like an animal - preferably a pig - having 
a plurality of feet 14 or other appendages extending gen- 



erally downward from the body 12. 

[0019] The body 12 is divided by substantially planar internal 

walls into a plurality of compartments. For example, in the 
illustrated embodiment, the body 12 is divided into four 
compartments 16, 18, 20 and 22 by three internal walls 
17, 19 and 21. The first, forward wall 17 divides the first 
compartment 16 and the second compartment 18. A third 
wall 21 divides the third compartment 20 and the fourth 
compartment 22. A second wall 19, disposed between the 
first wall 17 and the third wall 21, divides the second 
compartment 18 and the third compartment 20. 

[0020] The body 12 is provided with slots 24 on its upper surface 
that communicate with each compartment. The body 12 
bears or is otherwise marked with indicia 26 near each 
slot 24 to indicate the budgetary purpose of the corre- 
sponding compartment. For example, in the illustrated 
embodiment the indicia consists of the words "SAVE", 
"SPEND", "DONATE" and "INVEST", although other appro- 
priate words or symbols can be used. The user deposits 
money, either coins or bills, into the slot corresponding to 
the particular purpose for which that money is to be used. 
The body 12 preferably is translucent so that the de- 
posited money can be readily seen through the body 12. 



[0021] | n a k e y aspect of the invention, the bank 10 dispenses 

the money out openings in the feet 14. Each compartment 
16, 18, 20, 22 communicates with one of the feet 14 so 
that money deposited into that compartment can be dis- 
pensed through the opening in that foot 14. When money 
is not being dispensed, the openings are closed with flex- 
ible plugs or any other suitable closing means. 

[0022] As best shown in Figures 2-5, the front two feet 14 strad- 
dle a plane defined by the first wall 17 and the rear two 
feet 14 straddle a plane defined by the third wall 21. The 
first wall 17 is configured such that just one of the front 
feet 14 communicates with the first compartment 16 and 
the other front foot 14 communicates with the second 
compartment 18. Similarly, the third wall 21 is configured 
such that just one of the rear feet 14 communicates with 
the third compartment 20 and the other rear foot 14 
communicates with the fourth compartment 22. 

[0023] The first wall 17 has a portion 37 that curves rearward so 
that the first ("SAVE") compartment 16 communicates with 
the left front foot 14 and a portion 27 that curves forward 
so that the second ("SPEND") compartment 18 communi- 
cates with the right front foot 14. Similarly, the third wall 
21 has a portion 41 that curves rearward so that the third 



("DONATE") compartment 20 communicates with the left 
rear foot 14 and a portion 31 that curves forward so that 
the fourth ("INVEST") compartment 22 communicates with 
the right rear foot 14. In order to dispense money from, 
say, the third ("DONATE") compartment, the user opens 
the left rear foot by removing the plug or other closing 
means. (Of course, other configurations, for example, 
where the first compartment communicates with the right 
front foot, etc., are also possible. ) Indicia may be placed 
on the feet of the animal to facilitate dispensing from the 
correct compartment. 

[0024] Thus there has been provided a bank for holding coins to 
be used for various budgetary purposes. Unlike previous 
compartmented banks, the present invention dispenses 
money through feet which communicate with correspond- 
ing compartments. The external surface of the bank bears 
indicia indicating the purpose to which the money is being 
saved. The bank is particularly useful in teaching young 
persons how to manage money. 

[0025] Although the invention has been described in terms of a 
piggy bank, it should be understood that the bank body 
can be shaped like any animal having a plurality of feet or 
other appendages, such as a cow, horse, lamb, dog or 



fish. 

[0026] other modifications and alternative embodiments of the 
invention are contemplated which do not depart from the 
scope of the invention as defined by the foregoing teach- 
ings and appended claims. It is intended that the claims 
cover all such modifications that fall within their scope. 



